ISSN 1649-0614

DUN LAOGHAIRE NEWS

Vol. 2 No.2 March / April 2008

Newsletter of the Din Laoghaire Community Association

REGENERATION TASK FORCE NEEDED

Last year in this newsletter
the headline read “What’s
Happening to Our
Town?” and many residents
and businesspersons echoed
the sentiments of that arti-
cle. But now, one year
later, matters have severely
deteriorated or simply stag-
nated. The Town Centre is
dying and at night, it’s ee-
rily silent along much of its
main thoroughfare. Despite
the CCTYV in the main com-
mercial areas, residents and
visitors feel unsafe on al-
most deserted streets after
dark. With no resolution to
the traffic
problem in sight, during the

management

day hazardous streets and
rat-runs characterize much
of the vicinity of the Town

Centre. Traffic is still

forced to take “the Loop” or
use unpaved laneways to
avoid the closure of Lower
George’s Street to every-
thing except buses. Other
laneways have become
dumps and in many cases,
abandoned to unruly ele-
ments and antisocial behav-
iour. The former public
baths and the Carlisle Pier
continue to shamefully mar
our nation’s premier urban
scafront vista with neglect
and dilapidation. Plans are
proposed and schemes ad-
vanced, but action is pain-
fully slow as our Town con-
tinues to lose businesses and
jobs. Residents and busi-
nesses see the quality of life
of their environment dete-
riorate year on year and yet,
the County Council seems

almost oblivious to the dis-
astrous predicament facing
our Town. Calls for an Area
Plan for Din Laoghaire have
been made by this Associa-
tion since 2001 and though,
such has been promised, no
delivery date is insight. No
wonder legitimate questions
are being asked regarding
the effectiveness of the Lo-
cal Authority and its ulti-
mate vision, if any, for the
County capital. Maybe, the
necessary vision and exper-
tise must be sought else-
where or from government,
if this Town is to survive as
a centre of business and
trade. A Regeneration Task
Force to implement a Local
Area Plan with tax designa-
tion is now urgently re-
quired for our hometown.

DLCA

Established in 2001 to

represent the residents of
the central DuUn Laoghaire
area and to campaign for
a fair deal for our home-

town of DuUn Laoghaire

and its citizens.

Annual General Meeting
April 7th 2008
19.00hrs
Park House, Library Rd.
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RE-OPEN GEORGE’S STREET NOW

The Community Association
has vigorously campaigned for
seven years for the end to the
traffic nightmare, with which,
the residents of the Cross Ave-
nue/Library Road areas are
forced to live because of “the
loop”.  Street protests, peti-
tions, letters, traffic surveys
and delegations have pressed
home the absolute need to

bring an end to the hazardous
traffic conditions caused by the
foolish closure of the Town’s
main artery. Many thought
that matters would finally be
resolved by the adoption of a
Traffic Management Plan. This
plan was to re-open Lower
George’s Street to one-way
traffic going towards Dublin.

But hopes for an early resolu-

www.dunlaoghairecommunity.blogspot.com

tion were severely dashed
when some County Council-
lors, including one from the
Diin Laoghaire Ward, decided
to block the re-opening on
environmental grounds. News
of this attempt to frustrate the
expressed will of the residents
has enraged those living in the
area. Therefore, the DLCA
demands action NOW!!
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WHAT™S HAFFENING T0 GUR TOWN!

olea

COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

The Community Association
has been publishing occasional
newsletters since its founda-
tion in 2001. These publica-
tions are aimed at informing
our readers of the various
issues of concern to the resi-
dents of Dtn
Laoghaire. This area has many

central

problems which are peculiar
to its centre of town location
and these traffic,
parking, litter and, at times,

include,

anti-social behaviour. Many of
the homes in the area front

directly on to the street with-
out gardens which act as a
buffer to noise and intrusion.
The area is also characterized
by its demographics—many
senior citizens, residents liv-
ing alone and a sizeable num-
ber of young families. With
the two primary schools in
the vicinity many of the pe-
destrians using the streets
during weekdays are school
children with and without
their parents. In normal cir-
cumstances, this area would

receive special attention to
ensure its safety and suitabil-
ity for both residents and pe-
destrians alike. However, on
the contrary it has been ne-
glected and almost forgotten
since the folly of the Lower
George’s Street experiment.
This urban planning and traf-
fic management disaster has
been the main focus of the
The
concerns of the residents have

newsletter since 2001.

been consistently ignored and
the problems remain today.

COME SHOP IN
DUN LAOGHAIRE,
PAY THROUGH
THE NOSE FOR
PARKING, GET A
TICKET OR MAYBE
CLAMPED—WHAT
A “WELCOME” TO
OUR TOWN!

OUTRAGEOUS PARKING FEES KILLING TRADE

Traders up and down the
Town are certainly feeling the
pinch according to the local
High

parking fees and the ever ca-

Business  Association.
ger traftic wardens are simply
chasing business and jobs out
of the Town. Dun Laoghaire
Business Association says that
the parking fees charged in
other towns around the coun-
try are significantly lower

than those charged by our

Din

Laoghaire. This is the same

County Council in

parking regime that treats the
residential areas in the Town
Centre as one large expensive
municipal car-park. Though
this Parking Plan was origi-
nally introduced to aid busi-
ness and to free up parking
spaces during the day, it has
impacted very negatively on
residents, businesses and visi-

tors. Clearly the emphasis has

drastically shifted from a traf-
fic/parking management
measure to a purely revenue
generating municipal tax on
residents and visitors alike. So
valuable are each of these car-
parking spaces that no new
taxi rank spaces have been
provided by the Council caus-
ing severe difficulties for the
taxi drivers and the public.
Where is the
benefit for all this misery?

community

DUN LAOGHAIRE TIDY TOWNS COMMITTEE

The local Tidy Towns’ Com-
mittee has been very active in
the main business areas of the
Town for many years now.
Much of this very dedicated
work has been undertaken by
Stephanie Batt and her small
team of volunteers. This year
is the 50th anniversary of the
foundation of the
Tidy Towns Competition and

National

Stephanie and her team are

www.dunlaoghairecommunity.blogspot.com

determined to make signifi-
cant strides to improve on the
Town’s overall results this
The task is difficult
though, by no means daunting

year.

as a joint concerted effort by
both businesses and residents
can deliver wonderful results.
Fly-tipping in the laneways,
litter on the streets and the
illegal dumping of bin-bags at

lampposts and certain street

corners creates an unsightly
and quite frankly, dirty mess
of parts of the Town centre
area. The Tidy Towns Adju-
dicators begin their assess-
ments in June and therefore,
it’s important that all areas
participate in the National
Spring Clean-up on the weck-
end of April 12th & 13th.
Volunteers required urgently.
Contact Ann on 086 0840129
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MIXED FORTUNES FOR “THE TowN” IN LSL

Dun Laoghaire Town Football
Club which was established in
2002 with assistance from the
DLCA and the County Coun-
cil has gone from strength to
strength over the past six
years. Up to 2007 the Club
participated in the Night-
Hawk Leagues playing on
astro-turf, however, in Au-
gust 2007 the Club entered
two teams into the Leinster
With the

assistance of the Community

Senior Leagues.

and Parks Departments of the

Club
secured the use of a grass
pitch at Shanganagh Cliffs in
Shankill and converted box
dressing

County Council the

container for a
room. The Club’s special
ethos and unique structure
has proved a considerable hit
with the locals in Shanganagh
as the Club has attracted
many new and very talented
players from the locality. The
two teams were entered in
Saturday Division 3 and 3A
with very mixed fortunes

indeed. The “A” Squad which
includes local lads like Paddy
Luke
McMahon, Ross Rogerson,
Kevin Plunkett and
held its own against stiff op-

Kershaw, lan Kane,

others

position and likely to finish
mid table. But the “B” Squad
containing players from all
over the Dublin region, in-
cluding many “New Irish”,
found the going very tough in
3A.. Undaunted,
both squads are eagerly look-

Division

ing forward to next season.

ENVIRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENT

The Community Association
is keenly aware of the need
for the formulation and im-
plementation of an Environ-
mental Enhancement Plan for
the Din
Laoghaire Targeted

west central
area.
mainly at the residential areas
without gardens, the Associa-
tion proposed several
schemes and initiatives aimed
at both cleaning up the area

and at improving its general

appearance with greenery.
The proposed plan was re-
ceived with considerable in-
terest by the County Coun-
cil's  Environment Depart-
ment, however, the plan en-
visaged an interdepartmental
approach to its implementa-
tion. This would require the
Housing, Transport, Commu-
nity, Parks and Environment
departments of the County

Council formulating and im-

PLAN PROPOSED

plementing  strategies and
plans to significantly enhance
this central location in our
Town. The area has a large
number of Council owned
housing stock which is cur-
rently receiving considerable
attention with repairs and
repainting.  Whilst this pro-
vides an opportunity to en-
hance the area, a sustainable
local partnership is needed to

take matters further.

CERDAINT P Obyiaie
T Laoshame:

T % TACHTTATRY. 103
FOOIEALL CLUE

www.dltfc.blogspot.com

THE COUNTY
COUNCIL & THE
COMMUNITY
WORKING ON A
TARGETED PLAN IN
PARTNERSHIP CAN
DELIVER POSITIVE
& LASTING
BENEFITS FOR THE
COMMUNITY.

CAR CLAMPING WILL DRIVE JOBS OuUT

we’ve

We’ve
demonstrated,

petitioned,
we’ve made
each and everyone of our
Public Representatives take
notice and still the County
Council persists with this daft
and pointless proposal to in-
troduce car clamping. Ex-
cuses, provisos and barely
believable

proffered in an attempt to

guarantees are

convince Councillors of the

urgent need for this measure.
Recently the Transport Stra-
tegic Policy Committee rec-
ommended the introduction
of car clamping. Though, the
County Manager is entirely
wedded to the notion of car-
clamping, no reasoned argu-
ment with a significant com-
munity benefit has been ad-
vanced by any of his officials.

If it’s a problem prosecuting

offenders or collecting fines
then surely it’s a matter for
the Council’s legal depart-
ment or the Courts Service.
Introducing clamping is sim-
ply going to make matters
worse for our Town. Clamp-
ing will almost certainly has-
ten the utter demise of Town
as a shopping and business
arca. Clamping will simply
drive jobs out of our Town.

www.dunlaoghairecommunity.blogspot.com

WARNING

CLAMPING WILL
SERIOUSLY

DAMAGE
LOCAL JOBS
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THE RIVIERA TEN YEARS ON

Diin Laoghaire C ity A iati
Hi aoghaire Lommunity Association Ten years ago, this October, at a public meeting held in the Kingston

Hon. Secretary

20, Mulgrave Street
Diin Laoghaire

Co. Dublin

Hotel the “Dublin’s Riviera” tourism initiative was born. The meeting
attended by most of the community, voluntary and business organisa-

tions in the Town decided that the Town and the coastal strip from the

Dublin City boundary to Bray should be marketed as a single tourism

COUNTY COUNCILLORS product but linked or “piggy-backing” on the success of Dublin City. At

the time this strategically important “brand name” did not find any fa-
The County Councillors for the } ) ) o )
Déin Laoghaire Ward are as follows: vour with the County Council which gave priority to the promotion of
the concept of civic cohesiveness of the new Din Laoghaire Rathdown
Cllr. John Bailey, FG, .. . .

County. The fact that civic cohesiveness had nothing whatsoever to do

Cllr. Jane Dillon-Byrne, LAB, with the promotion of the County’s tourism potential and its various

Cllr. Cormac Devlin, FF, tourism products mattered little—promoting the “county” rather than

Cllr. Gene Feighry, GP “real tourism” was seemingly the officially sanctioned focus of the

) County Tourism Company. Ten years on and only now is the absolute
Cllr. Mary Mitchell-O’Connor, FG . .
folly of that strategy being appreciated by County Hall. We can only
Cllr. Tom O’Higgins, FG wonder what could have been the current position of tourism along the

coastal strip if the community’s campaign of “DART Along Dublin’s
WEB-BLOG

Riviera” had received the proactive support of the County Council

Checkout the Community Association’s Web-Blog back in October 1998. Certainly Dan Laoghaire and the coastal strip

address at the bottom of this page would now feature prominently in Dublin City Breaks and tours.

IcONIC MONUMENT TO HIGH KING LAOGHAIRE SOUGHT
The

Community  Associa-
tion’s long-running campaign
to have an iconic monument
erected to the eponymous
founder of the “din” or stone
fortress that gave its name to
the Town has received the
support of a number of
The
County Council’s Strategic

County  Councillors.

Policy Committee on Cul-
ture, Community Develop-
ment and Amenities voted to
recommend the project to
the County Council. The
commissioning of the statue
or monument to High King
Laoghaire who reigned be-
tween 428 and 461AD could
also commemorate another
historical event, especially

for the County Hall. In 2019
when the country will be
commemorating the centen-
ary of the convening of the
First Dail and the Declara-
tion of Irish Independence on
the 21st January 1919, this
Town has its own linked
centenary to celebrate. In
1919 the predecessors of our
current public representa-
tives at County Hall decided
to reclaim the town and its
environs for the people of
Ireland by restoring the an-
cient Gaelic name of the area
to the Council and then the
Town in 1920. This was cer-
tainly a peaceful, dignified
and democratic expression of
support for Irish independ-

ence and the newly convened
Déil Eireann. An act of defi-
ance and self determination
as the Councillors chose the
Gaelic name “Dln Laoghaire”
to replace the
“Kingstown” which had ex-
isted since 1821.
sioning a scaled monument
on the lines of that to Verc-
ingetorix in Alesia, France,

name

Commis-

for erection in our Town’s
centre during the 2019/20
national commemorations
should commence now to
allow for tendering, design,
fabrication and planning mat-
ters. The Community Asso-
ciation call on all our public
representatives to proac-

tively support this proposal.

www.dunlaoghairecommunity.blogspot.com




